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would not accept in any other institution of government, to
accept that here in the law-making body would be a te r r i b l e ,
terrible mistake and an incredible message to send to the
public. If the Governor came in here and suggested that all
his personnel should be decided on the b aszs o f s e n z o r i t y ,
why he wouldn't dare introduce it and we would laugh him out
if he did. The United State Congress, the biggest criticism
I ' ve heard of the United State Congress over t h e ye ar s i s
that everything is on the basis of seniority, good people
can't rise to the t op and t h e y c a n n e v e r or ga n i z e t o ge t a
legislative agenda done. That is the problem we have in
here is that we don't organize t o ge t a l eg i s l at i v e age n d a .
I t ' s n o t a corrupt p u r p o se . Eve r y b od y i n h ere ha s i de a l s .
I think most people in here have i d e a l s . To pu r su e t h ose
i deal s y o u do , wh a t in your judgement, needs to be done.
Some people organize. Some people are i ndependent . Th at
doesn't mean that either is corrupt because ultimately the
ultimate purpose of organization, if the ultimate purpose of
o rgani z a t i o n i n t h e m in d s of t ho se i nd i v i dua l s i s a n over a l l
beneficial ef fect to their philosophy and thei r
constituents, then there i s not a thing wrong w ith
organization or organizing. All c o mmi t t e e s a re n ot equa l .
A' e we suggesting, by a seniority system, that the important
committees of this Legislature should be treated as if they
are equal to all the other committees, that in a particular
time n our history that certain issues aren' t more
important and that we shouldn't give some emphasis to
certain committees with certain i nd i v i d u a l s ? Ar e we j u st
going t o do i t b y seni o r i t y , regardless of the t imes,
regardless of the issues, regardless of everything? I t h i n k
that makes no sense at all. Such a rule f avors safe
districts. If you are person who is from a safe district,
as a number o f u s i n he r e a r e , a s a number o f t h o s e wh o h a v e
a rgued s t r e n u ou s l y in favor of this particular r ul e a r e ,
then of course that makes a lot of sense.

PRESIDENT: One minute, Senator.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Wh at about i f y ou ar e f rom a swi n g
district and there is a new se n a t o r e ve r y f our o r e i gh t
years instead of somebody here f o r 20 ye ar s? Then ,
obviou s l y , t h o se i nd i v i du a l c on s t i t ue nt s in that particular
district are being punished by a seniority system if put
into effect here. Those are a few of the arguments I think
we should think about. Thank you .
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